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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
As our communities navigate today’s uncharted waters, we’ve created 
this resource to support you and your student(s) for continued 
learning at home. On the back of this letter you will find a 3-week 
daily calendar of routines to keep your student(s) engaged and 
interacting with their student books – Texts for Close Reading. 
Once the 3-week unit is complete, student(s) should repeat the same 
routines for the next unit’s Texts for Close Reading book.

Wishing you safety and good health.      

Benchmark Education 

Estimado Padre/Tutor:
Mientras nuestras comunidades navegan hoy en aguas desconocidas, 
hemos creado este recurso para apoyarlo a usted y a sus estudiantes 
para continuar aprendiendo en el hogar. En el otro lado de esta 
página encontrará un calendario con 3 semanas de rutinas diarias 
para mantener a su estudiante(s) involucrado e interactuando con sus 
libros de Textos para lectura atenta. Una vez las 3 semanas han sido 
completadas, los estudiantes pueden repetir las mismas rutinas para la 
próxima unidad de los Textos para lectura atenta.

Deseándoles buena salud y seguridad,

Benchmark Education 

Grades 2–5



Fo
llo

w
 t

hi
s 

ro
ut

in
e 

ea
ch

 w
ee

k 
as

 y
ou

 w
or

k 
in

 y
ou

r 
T

ex
ts

 fo
r 

C
lo

se
 R

ea
di

ng
 b

oo
k.

  

W
hi

le
 w

or
ki

ng
 a

t 
ho

m
e,

 c
om

pl
et

e 
th

e 
ta

sk
s 

fo
r 

ea
ch

 o
f t

he
 t

ex
ts

. J
us

t 
lik

e 
in

 t
he

 c
la

ss
ro

om
,  

w
rit

e 
an

no
ta

tio
ns

 in
 y

ou
r 

bo
ok

 o
r 

pa
ck

et
 a

nd
 c

om
pl

et
e 

th
e 

ad
di

tio
na

l w
rit

in
g 

ta
sk

s 
on

 s
ep

ar
at

e 
sh

ee
ts

 o
f p

ap
er

. 
Re

m
em

be
r 

to
 lo

ok
 o

n 
th

e 
in

sid
e 

of
 t

he
 fr

on
t 

co
ve

r 
fo

r 
Te

xt
 A

nn
ot

at
io

n 
Ti

ps
.  

 

Te
xt

s f
or

 C
los

e R
ea

din
g –

 Ta
ke

 H
om

e R
ou

tin
e

Da
y 1

Da
y 2

Da
y 3

Da
y 4

Da
y 5

Week 1

Wr
ite

 th
e E

ss
en

tia
l 

Qu
es

tio
n 

on
 a

 sh
ee

t 
of

 pa
pe

r a
nd

 a
ns

we
r 

it 
ba

se
d o

n 
wh

at
 y

ou
 

kn
ow

 b
efo

re 
rea

din
g 

the
 te

xt
s.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 a
nn

ota
te 

 
Sh

or
t R

ea
d 1

• U
nd

erl
ine

 im
po

rta
nt

 
inf

or
ma

tio
n 

tha
t w

ill 
he

lp 
yo

u a
ns

we
r t

he
 

Es
se

nt
ial

 Q
ue

sti
on

Re
rea

d S
ho

rt 
Re

ad
 1

• A
ns

we
r T

ex
t E

vid
en

ce
 Q

ue
sti

on
s

• W
ha

t i
nf

or
ma

tio
n 

wi
ll h

elp
 y

ou
 

ad
d t

o y
ou

r a
ns

we
r o

f t
he

 
Es

se
nt

ial
 Q

ue
sti

on
? 

St
ar

t a
 

lis
t o

f i
nf

or
ma

tio
n 

yo
u f

ind
 

tha
t h

elp
s a

ns
we

r t
he

 E
ss

en
tia

l 
Qu

es
tio

n. 
Yo

u w
ill 

co
nt

inu
e t

o a
dd

 to
 yo

ur 
lis

t o
f i

nf
or

ma
tio

n a
fte

r e
ac

h t
ex

t 
yo

u r
ea

d i
n t

his
 un

it.
Yo

u w
ill 

ne
ed

 th
is 

inf
or

ma
tio

n w
he

n 
yo

u c
om

ple
te 

the
 R

ea
d, 

Re
fle

ct,
 

an
d W

rit
e T

as
ks

 ea
ch

 w
ee

k.

Re
ad

 a
nd

 a
nn

ota
te 

Sh
or

t R
ea

d 2
• A

nn
ota

te:
 U

nd
er

lin
e i

mp
or

ta
nt

 
inf

or
ma

tio
n 

tha
t r

ela
tes

 to
 th

e 
Es

se
nt

ial
 Q

ue
sti

on
• A

dd
 to

 y
ou

r E
ss

en
tia

l Q
ue

sti
on

 
lis

t i
nf

or
ma

tio
n 

yo
u a

re 
co

lle
cti

ng
• A

ns
we

r T
ex

t E
vid

en
ce

 
Qu

es
tio

ns

Re
rea

d S
ho

rt 
Re

ad
 2

• C
om

ple
te 

Gr
ap

hic
 O

rga
niz

er 
 

to 
bu

ild
 k

no
wl

ed
ge

 o
n 

 
pa

ge
 11

• R
ea

d t
he

 W
or

d S
tud

y t
ex

t
• A

nn
ota

te 
an

d a
dd

 to
 y

ou
r 

Es
se

nt
ial

 Q
ue

sti
on

 lis
t o

f 
inf

or
ma

tio
n 

yo
u  

ar
e c

oll
ec

tin
g

Co
mp

let
e B

uil
d, 

Re
fle

ct 
an

d W
rit

e p
ag

e 1
1

• U
se

 te
xt

 ev
ide

nc
e f

ro
m 

all
 th

e s
ec

tio
ns

 y
ou

 
ha

ve
 re

ad
 th

is 
we

ek
 a

nd
 a

ns
we

r t
he

 “R
ef

lec
t” 

qu
es

tio
n 

on
 pa

ge
 11

.
• U

se
 th

e i
nf

or
ma

tio
n 

yo
u g

at
he

red
  

to 
“W

rit
e t

o S
ou

rc
es

.” 
  

• K
ee

p y
ou

r E
ss

en
tia

l Q
ue

sti
on

 in
fo

rm
at

ion
 so

 
yo

u c
an

 a
dd

 in
fo

rm
at

ion
 n

ex
t w

ee
k.

• C
he

ck
 to

 se
e i

f a
ny

 w
or

ds
 w

ere
 us

ed
 in

 th
e 

pa
ge

s r
ea

d o
n 

pa
ge

 3
3

If 
so

,go
 ba

ck
 a

nd
 fi

nd
 th

e w
or

d(s
) i

n 
the

 te
xt

 
yo

u r
ea

d. 
Us

e t
he

 te
xt

 to
 he

lp 
wr

ite
 a

 de
fin

itio
n 

an
d s

en
ten

ce
 us

ing
 th

e w
or

d i
n 

the
 sp

ac
e 

pr
ov

ide
d o

n 
pa

ge
 3

3.

Week 2

Re
ad

 E
xt

en
de

d R
ea

d 1
• R

ea
d E

xt
en

de
d R

ea
d 

1 (
do

 n
ot 

ne
ed

 to
 

an
no

ta
te 

—
jus

t r
ea

d)

Re
rea

d E
xt

en
de

d R
ea

d 1
 

• A
nn

ota
te 

wh
ile

 y
ou

 re
ad

, m
ak

e 
su

re 
yo

u g
at

he
r i

nf
or

ma
tio

n 
yo

u 
wi

ll u
se

 in
 a

ns
we

rin
g t

he
  

Es
se

nt
ial

 Q
ue

sti
on

Lo
ca

te 
im

po
rta

nt
 vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

wo
rd

s
• G

o t
o p

ag
e 3

3 
an

d f
ind

 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y w

ord
s i

n 
thi

s t
ex

t
• C

om
ple

te 
the

 se
cti

on
 on

 pa
ge

 3
3 

us
ing

 th
e w

ord
s u

se
d i

n 
thi

s t
ex

t
• G

o t
o p

ag
e 2

1 a
nd

 b
eg

in 
the

 “W
rit

ing
 to

 S
ou

rc
es

” o
r 

“R
es

ea
rc

h a
nd

 W
rit

ing
” t

as
k 

Re
ad

 W
or

d S
tud

y R
ea

d
• F

ind
 a

ny
 in

fo
rm

at
ion

 th
at

 
wil

l h
elp

  
in 

an
sw

eri
ng

 th
e E

ss
en

tia
l 

Qu
es

tio
n.

• C
on

tin
ue 

to 
co

mp
let

e y
ou

r  
“W

rit
ing

 to
 so

urc
es

” o
r  

“R
es

ea
rc

h a
nd

 W
rit

ing
” t

as
k

Co
mp

let
e s

ec
tio

ns
 B

uil
d, 

Re
fle

ct 
 

an
d W

rit
e, 

pa
ge

 2
1

• C
om

ple
te 

“B
uild

 K
no

wle
dg

e” 
 

gr
ap

hic
 or

ga
niz

er 
ta

sk
• C

om
ple

te 
“R

efl
ec

t” 
Ta

sk
 (b

uild
ing

 k
no

wle
dg

e 
ar

ou
nd

 es
se

nt
ial

 qu
es

tio
n)

• C
om

ple
te 

Wr
itin

g t
o S

ou
rc

es
  

or
 R

es
ea

rc
h a

nd
 W

rit
ing

 ta
sk

Week 3

Re
ad

 E
xt

en
de

d R
ea

d 2
• R

ea
d E

xt
en

de
d R

ea
d 

2 
(do

 n
ot 

ne
ed

 to
 

an
no

ta
te 

—
jus

t r
ea

d)

Re
rea

d E
xt

en
de

d R
ea

d 2
 

• A
nn

ota
te 

wh
ile 

yo
u r

ea
d, 

 
ma

ke
 su

re 
yo

u g
at

he
r i

nf
or

ma
tio

n 
yo

u w
ill 

us
e i

n 
an

sw
eri

ng
 th

e  
Es

se
nt

ial
 Q

ue
sti

on

Lo
ca

te 
im

po
rta

nt
 vo

ca
bu

lar
y 

wo
rd

s
• G

o t
o p

ag
e 3

3 
an

d f
ind

 
vo

ca
bu

lar
y w

ord
s i

n 
thi

s t
ex

t
• C

om
ple

te 
the

 se
cti

on
 on

 pa
ge

 3
3 

us
ing

 th
e w

ord
s u

se
d i

n 
thi

s t
ex

t
• G

o t
o p

ag
e 3

1 a
nd

 b
eg

in 
the

 “W
rit

ing
 to

 S
ou

rc
es

” o
r 

“R
es

ea
rc

h a
nd

 W
rit

ing
” t

as
k 

Re
ad

 W
or

d S
tud

y R
ea

d
• F

ind
 a

ny
 in

fo
rm

at
ion

 th
at

 
wil

l h
elp

  
in 

an
sw

eri
ng

 th
e E

ss
en

tia
l 

Qu
es

tio
n.

• C
on

tin
ue 

to 
co

mp
let

e y
ou

r  
“W

rit
ing

 to
 S

ou
rce

s” 
or 

 
“R

es
ea

rch
 a

nd
 W

rit
ing

” t
as

k

Co
mp

let
e s

ec
tio

ns
 B

uil
d, 

Re
fle

ct 
 

an
d W

rit
e, 

pa
ge

 3
1

• C
om

ple
te 

“B
uild

 K
no

wle
dg

e” 
 

gr
ap

hic
 or

ga
niz

er 
ta

sk
• C

om
ple

te 
“R

efl
ec

t” 
Ta

sk
 (b

uild
ing

 k
no

wle
dg

e 
ar

ou
nd

 es
se

nt
ial

 qu
es

tio
n)

• C
om

ple
te 

Wr
itin

g t
o S

ou
rc

es
  

or
 R

es
ea

rc
h a

nd
 W

rit
ing

 ta
sk

©
 B

en
ch

m
ar

k 
E

du
ca

ti
on

 c
om

pa
ny

, L
LC

. A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

 T
he

 c
la

ss
ro

om
 te

ac
he

r 
or

 fa
m

ily
 m

em
be

r/
ca

re
gi

ve
r 

m
ay

 r
ep

ro
du

ce
 th

is
 r

es
ou

rc
e 

fo
r 

st
ud

en
t u

se
 o

nl
y.

  
R

es
al

e 
by

 a
ny

 in
di

vi
du

al
 o

r 
or

ga
ni

za
ti

on
 in

 w
ho

le
 o

r 
in

 p
ar

t i
n 

an
y 

fo
rm

 o
r 

by
 a

ny
 m

ea
ns

, e
le

ct
ro

ni
c 

or
 m

ec
ha

ni
ca

l, 
w

it
ho

ut
 p

er
m

is
si

on
 in

 w
ri

ti
ng

 fr
om

 th
e 

pu
bl

is
he

r 
is

 s
tr

ic
tl

y 
pr

oh
ib

it
ed

.
®

Gr
ad

es
 2

–5



Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Rabbit and Coyote

1.  Reread paragraphs 3–4. What can you infer about Rabbit 
and Coyote from their actions and words?

2.  Why is Rabbit’s behavior toward Fox especially cruel?

 
Short Read 2:  
The Valiant Little 
Tailor

3.  How is the Coyote in “Rabbit and Coyote” similar to the 
giant?

4.  Reread paragraph 6. What does the word 
“contemptuously” mean? What context clues help reveal 
the meaning of the word?

 
Extended Read 1: 
Molly Whuppie

5.  Review the illustrations on pages 16–17. What do these 
pictures reveal about the giant? 

6.  How does the king get Molly to do these dangerous tasks 
for him?

7.  How does Molly trick the giant’s wife?

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
Hercules’ Quest

8.  How are Hercules and Atlas similar? How are they 
different?

9.  Reread paragraph 24. What does the word “chafe” mean? 
What context clues help reveal the meaning of the word?

10.  What do the little tailor from “The Valiant Little Tailor,” 
Molly from “Molly Whuppie,” and Hercules all have in 
common?

Unit 6: Confronting Challenges

Grade 4 • Unit 6 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1:  
The Open Road

1.  What happened in 1908 that made it possible for anyone 
to own a car? What were the effects of this event?

2.  Reread paragraph 5 and review the time line at the 
bottom of page 5. How did Route 66 change America?

 
Short Read 2:  
Dust Bowl 
Refugees

3.  Why did the Dust Bowl refugees leave the Great Plains? 
What did the open roads represent?

4.  Reread page 9. What does Woody Guthrie’s song suggest 
about finding work after the Dust Bowl?

 
Extended Read 1:  
Building the 
Transcontinental 
Railroad

5.  Reread paragraph 8. Why did the Central Pacific worker 
face more difficult work than the Union Pacific worker?

6.  Reread “The Price of Progress.” Why is this an 
appropriate title for this section?

7.  Reread Mark Twain’s journal entries found on page 19. 
How does Twain contrast the two ways of transportation?

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
The Oregon Trail

8.  What hardships did emigrants face on their journey west? 
Why did settlers risk these odds to make the journey?

9.  Reread the section entitled “The End of the Trail.” What 
does the word “obsolete” in paragraph 18 mean? What 
context clues help reveal the meaning of the word?

10.  Reread “The Price of Progress” on page 17 and paragraph 
9 on page 25. What could be one reason Native 
Americans attacked emigrants on the Oregon Trail?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Earthquakes

1.  How can earthquakes change Earth’s landscape? 

2.  Reread paragraph 2. What does the word “collide” mean? 

What context clues help reveal the meaning of the word?

 
Short Read 2:  
The San Francisco 
Earthquake, 1906: 
An Eyewitness 
Account

3.  Reread “Measuring Quakes” on page 5. What would the lines 

on a seismograph measuring the San Francisco earthquake of 

1906 have looked like?

4.  Reread paragraph 11. The author begins by saying, “Then I 

turned to dress myself. What a change in values!” Why is this 

statement significant?

 
Extended Read 1:  
Volcanoes

5.  What new structures can volcanic eruptions form on Earth, 

both on land and in bodies of water?

6.  Reread the “Plinian Eruptions” sidebar. How does Pliny the 

Younger’s account of Mount Vesuvius’s eruption contrast with 

the scientific information cited?

7.  Reread paragraph 14. What kind of volcano would Mount 

Pinatubo be categorized as: dormant, active, or extinct?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Mount Vesuvius, 
79 CE: Letter from 
Pliny the Younger

8.  Reread paragraph 14 of “Volcanoes.” Then reread paragraph 

2 on page 24. What do these two volcanic eruptions have in 

common?

9.  Both Pliny the Younger’s and Emma Burke’s descriptions are 

firsthand eyewitness accounts of a natural disaster. How are 

their accounts similar? Why are their accounts significant?

10.  Look at the photograph on page 25 and read the caption. 

What can you infer about the eruption of Mount Vesuvius?
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Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Seattle: Up and 
Down—and Up 
Again

1.  How many new residents did Seattle gain in the first 
six months of 1889?

2.  Review the time line on page 5. In what years does 
Seattle experience busts or downs? What busts are 
not included in the time line but are mentioned in the 
text? Why are these busts left off the time line?

 
Short Read 2: 
César: ¡Sí, Se 
Puede! Yes, We 
Can!

3.  Reread the poem “Who Could Tell?” What is the main 
idea of this poem? What key details support the main 
idea?

4.  Reread the poems “Green Gold” and “¡Si, Se Puede! 
Yes, We Can!” What is the “smelly spray” described in 
line 20 of the poem “Green Gold”?

 
Extended Read 1:  
Natural Resources 
and Workers

5.  Reread paragraphs 8–9. How did the war affect the 
farming community?

6.  Reread paragraphs 7 and 15. How did the Great 
Depression directly affect California and Texas?

7.  Why might some local or state-run businesses in Texas 
support hydraulic fracturing?

 
 
Extended Read 2: 
Out of the Dust

8.  Reread “Fields of Flashing Light.” Which of the 
author’s specific words and phrases personify the dust?

9.  Reread “Tested by Dust.” What words and phrases 
does the narrator use to describe feeling as if she is in 
school? What do these words and phrases contribute 
to the overall feeling the narrator is experiencing?

10.  How does the President’s Ball help the townspeople?

Grade 4 • Unit 9 • Text Evidence Questions for Texts for Close Reading © Benchmark Education Company, LLC

Unit 9: Resources and Their Impact



Ch
ec

k 
of

f e
ac

h 
ac

tiv
ity

 a
s 

yo
u 

co
m

pl
et

e 
it.

 

Na
me

: _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_

Un
it 

9:
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 T
he

ir 
Im

pa
ct

D
a
ily

 T
a
k
e
-H

o
m

e
 A

ct
iv

it
y 

C
a

le
n

d
a

r
M
o
nd

a
y

Tu
es
d
a
y

W
ed

ne
sd

a
y

Th
ur
sd

a
y

Fr
id
a
y

Week 1

Se
at

tle
: U

p 
an

d 
Do

w
n—

an
d 

Up
 A

ga
in

 p
p.

 4
–5

 
Se

at
tle

: U
p 

an
d 

Do
w

n—
an

d 
Up

 A
ga

in
 p

p.
 4

–5
Cé

sa
r: 

¡S
í, 

Se
 P

ue
de

! 
Ye

s, 
W

e 
Ca

n!
 p

p.
 6

–7
Cé

sa
r: 

¡S
í, 

Se
 P

ue
de

! 
Ye

s, 
W

e 
Ca

n!
 p

p.
 8

–9
Do

lo
re

s H
ue

rt
a

p.
 10

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
se

le
cti

on
 to

ge
th

er
, a

lte
rn

at
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

. 

• D
isc

us
s t

he
 te

rm
s “

up
s a

nd
 d

ow
ns

” a
nd

 
“b

oo
m

 o
r b

us
t.”

 

• L
oo

k 
fo

r c
ur

re
nt

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 o

f t
he

se
 tw

o 
ec

on
om

ic 
op

po
sit

es
 in

 a
 p

rin
t o

r o
nl

in
e 

ne
ws

pa
pe

r.

• R
er

ea
d 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• D
ra

w 
an

 a
rr

ow
 fr

om
 d

et
ai

ls 
m

en
tio

ne
d 

in
 th

e 
te

xt 
to

 m
at

ch
in

g 
en

tri
es

 o
n 

th
e 

tim
e 

lin
e.

 

• T
he

n 
di

sc
us

s a
ny

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 in

 th
e 

te
xt 

th
at

 a
re

n’
t i

nc
lu

de
d 

on
 th

e 
tim

e 
lin

e.

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
fir

st 
tw

o 
po

em
s t

og
et

he
r, 

al
te

rn
at

in
g 

sta
nz

as
. 

• D
isc

us
s w

ha
t y

ou
 le

ar
n 

ab
ou

t C
és

ar
 

Ch
áv

ez
 fr

om
 d

et
ai

ls 
in

 th
e 

po
em

s.

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
th

ird
 p

oe
m

 a
bo

ut
 C

és
ar

 C
há

ve
z 

to
ge

th
er

, a
lte

rn
at

in
g 

sta
nz

as
. 

• T
he

n 
re

ad
 th

e 
co

nc
lu

sio
n 

al
ou

d.
 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 e
xp

la
in

 th
e 

m
ea

ni
ng

 o
f 

th
e 

te
rm

 m
ov

em
en

t.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
he

n 
as

k 
hi

m
 o

r h
er

 to
 d

ra
w 

an
 

illu
str

at
io

n 
to

 su
pp

or
t o

ne
 o

r m
or

e 
of

 
th

e 
fa

cts
 a

bo
ut

 D
ol

or
es

 H
ue

rta
 th

at
 y

ou
 

le
ar

ne
d.

 

Week 2

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 
W

or
ke

rs
 p

. 1
2

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 
W

or
ke

rs
 p

p.
 13

–1
4

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 
W

or
ke

rs
 p

p.
 15

–1
7

Na
tu

ra
l R

es
ou

rc
es

 a
nd

 
W

or
ke

rs
 p

p.
 17

–1
9

Jo
hn

 H
en

ry
p.

 2
0

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 re
ad

 th
e 

fir
st 

pa
ge

 o
f 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 a
lo

ud
. 

• D
isc

us
s a

nd
/o

r r
es

ea
rc

h 
wh

at
 n

at
ur

al
 

re
so

ur
ce

s h
el

p 
cr

ea
te

 in
du

str
ie

s, 
bu

sin
es

se
s, 

an
d 

jo
bs

 in
 y

ou
r s

ta
te

.

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
ne

xt 
tw

o 
pa

ge
s a

lo
ud

 to
ge

th
er

, 
al

te
rn

at
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

. 

• D
isc

us
s t

he
 m

ea
ni

ng
 o

f t
he

 w
or

d 
pr

ej
ud

ice
 in

 p
ar

ag
ra

ph
 6

.

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 fi
nd

 e
xa

m
pl

es
 o

f 
gr

ou
ps

 w
ho

 su
ffe

re
d 

fro
m

 p
re

ju
di

ce
. 

(N
at

ive
 A

m
er

ica
ns

, t
he

 C
hi

ne
se

)

• R
ea

d 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

 7
 th

ro
ug

h 
11

 to
ge

th
er

. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 p
oi

nt
 o

ut
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
ev

id
en

ce
 a

s t
o 

wh
y 

th
is 

se
cti

on
 is

 ca
lle

d 
“2

0t
h-

Ce
nt

ur
y 

Ha
rd

sh
ip

s.”
 

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
re

st 
of

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

 to
ge

th
er

, 
al

te
rn

at
in

g 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

. 

• T
og

et
he

r, 
m

ak
e 

up
 a

 co
nv

er
sa

tio
n 

th
at

 a
 

wi
ld

ca
tte

r o
r r

ou
gh

ne
ck

 a
nd

 a
 m

er
ch

an
t 

m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

ha
d 

wh
en

 th
e 

oi
l i

nd
us

try
 fi

rs
t 

bo
om

ed
 in

 Te
xa

s.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

sto
ry

.

• T
og

et
he

r, 
dr

aw
 a

 ci
rc

le
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e 
ex

ag
ge

ra
tio

ns
 th

e 
sto

ry
te

lle
r u

se
s t

ha
t 

le
t r

ea
de

rs
 k

no
w 

th
is 

se
le

cti
on

 is
 a

 ta
ll 

ta
le

.

Week 3

O
ut

 o
f t

he
 D

us
t 

pp
. 2

2–
24

O
ut

 o
f t

he
 D

us
t 

pp
. 2

5–
27

O
ut

 o
f t

he
 D

us
t 

pp
. 2

8–
29

O
ut

 o
f t

he
 D

us
t 

pp
. 2

2–
29

Du
st

 S
to

rm
 D

ay
s

p.
 3

0

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

th
e 

fir
st 

po
em

 to
ge

th
er

, 
al

te
rn

at
in

g 
sta

nz
as

. 

• A
sk

 y
ou

r c
hi

ld
 to

 re
te

ll 
th

e 
ev

en
ts 

de
sc

rib
ed

 in
 h

is 
or

 h
er

 o
wn

 w
or

ds
.

• R
ea

d 
al

ou
d 

“T
es

te
d 

by
 D

us
t” 

an
d 

“D
us

t 
an

d 
Ra

in
” t

og
et

he
r, 

al
te

rn
at

in
g 

sta
nz

as
. 

• D
isc

us
s h

ow
 th

e 
au

th
or

 e
nd

s e
ac

h 
po

em
 

wi
th

 a
 st

at
em

en
t o

f h
op

e.
 

• R
ea

d 
th

e 
la

st 
po

em
 to

ge
th

er
, a

lte
rn

at
in

g 
sta

nz
as

. 

• P
oi

nt
 o

ut
 th

e 
wo

rd
 A

nn
ua

l o
n 

th
e 

tic
ke

t, 
as

kin
g 

yo
ur

 ch
ild

 to
 lo

ca
te

 a
 cl

ue
 th

at
 

su
pp

or
ts 

its
 m

ea
ni

ng
. 

• T
he

n 
di

sc
us

s a
nn

ua
l e

ve
nt

s t
ha

t b
rin

g 
ha

pp
in

es
s t

o 
yo

ur
 fa

m
ily

.

• T
og

et
he

r, 
ch

oo
se

 o
ne

 o
f t

he
 p

ho
to

s f
ro

m
 

th
e 

se
le

cti
on

.

• W
rit

e 
a 

po
em

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
ph

ot
o 

in
 th

e 
sty

le
 

of
 K

ar
en

 H
es

se
.

• I
nv

ite
 y

ou
r c

hi
ld

 to
 re

ad
 a

lo
ud

 th
e 

se
le

cti
on

. 

• T
og

et
he

r, 
th

in
k 

of
 a

 se
rie

s o
f e

ve
nt

s t
ha

t 
wo

ul
d 

le
ad

 to
 a

 h
ap

py
 e

nd
in

g 
to

 th
e 

sto
ry

.



Directions: Use evidence from the text to support your answers.

Reading Closely

Short Read 1: 
Power Restored in 
India

1.  What will most likely happen in India if infrastructures are not 

improved?

2.  What is the main idea of this news article?

 
Short Read 2:  
Benjamin 
Franklin: The 
Dawn of Electrical 
Technology

3.  Reread Ben Franklin’s words at the bottom of page 8. What is 

Franklin referring to in this quote?

4.  Reread “A Man of Science and Letters” and review the time 

line on page 8. What can you infer about Benjamin Franklin’s 

working relationship with other scientists?

 
Extended Read 1:  
The Power of 
Electricity

5.  What type of current powers the electric grid we use today?

6.  The word “infrastructure” is used in paragraph 5 of “Power 

Restored in India.” What information in “The Power of 

Electricity” helps reveal what the word “infrastructure” refers 

to?

7.  Reread paragraph 3 of “Benjamin Franklin: The Dawn of 

Electrical Technology.” Then reread paragraph 18 of “The 

Power of Electricity.” How is NASA’s future plan to collect 

energy similar to Franklin’s lightning experiment?

 
 
Extended Read 2:  
Nikola Tesla: 
Electrifying 
Inventor

8.  Reread the quote on page 24. What can you infer about Tesla 

from this quote?

9.  How does the illustration on page 26 help you understand 

why DC power was weaker and not as efficient as AC power?

10.  Reread paragraph 14. What does the word “hydroelectric” 

mean? What context clues help reveal the meaning of the 

word?

Unit 10: The Power of Electricity
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